WORKING THE LINE OF SCRIMMAGE
I. Between Downs

· Verify down/distance, note line to gain

· Note incoming substitutes, outgoing players

· Count 11 on offense (pick up signal from R/U)

· If appropriate, verify goal line responsibility

II. Prior to the Snap

· Verify seven on offensive line (count no more than four in backfield)

· Recognize and signal unbalanced line
· Extend a foot to indicate line of scrimmage to assist receivers as they line up

· Identify eligible receivers on your side of the field

· Identify eligible(s) for your initial responsibility

· Watch offense for legal alignment, shifts, motion, etc.

III. At the Snap and Immediately Thereafter

· Cover your assigned receiver as long a possible before going to zone coverage (particularly if he is defended closely)
· Observe blocking by your offensive tackle

· Be alert for crackbacks

· Be alert for pick plays

IV. During the Play

· If near a goal line, think about momentum, pick plays

· Cover the pitchman on an option play coming toward you

· On a quick pass toward you, determine forward or backward

· Determine whether a pass crosses the line of scrimmage

· Help determine if pass is touched by an ineligible (originally ineligible vs. eligibility lost by going out of bounds)

· If pass crosses the line of scrimmage, look for ineligible receivers downfield

· Determine whether passer is behind or beyond the line of scrimmage at the time of the pass
· Remember to bag a backward pass if it is from beyond the line of scrimmage

V. As the Play Ends

· Catch vs. no catch

· Sideline catches

· Juggling signal, out of bounds signal, catch signal

· OPI/DPI 

· Intentional grounding (may need to help R)

VI. After the Play

· Know your penalty enforcements

· Clock status

